
The Tulip Challenge 2009 

What a weekend! On Friday the 12th of June, 17 enthusiastic wannabee tennis 
stars and supporters travelled across Europe in convoy to defend the Tulip 
trophy. 
Our hosts Jan an Nel met us at the hotel. 
Took us off on a quick tour of the old town 
of Vianen ending up at the Italian restaurant 
where 35 of us had dinner together. It was a 
chance for old friends to meet again and for 
the new players to meet their opponents. We 
had a fantastic meal with much joking and 
laughter.  

 
Saturday morning we went off to Utrecht in bright sunshine to explore, 
shop and browse the quiet backstreets of this wonderful city. Lunch 
was held at the canal site watching the world going by on the water. 
Later in the afternoon we headed off to the LTC Lexmond tennis club 
for an afternoon of social mixed in tennis. It was incredibly hot - the 
spectators and players alike enjoyed sitting in the sun drinking tea and 
catching up. The day was finished off with a wonderful barbeque and 
dancing until the wee small hours. 

 
Sadly the clouds rolled in on Sunday morning so it was a slow start (time for the hangovers to get better). 
After lunch the tournament started and every couple played 4 matches collating points scored. There were a 

lot of close games between the Dutch and English teams. 
However having added up all the scores the final was played 
by Pascalle & René (LTC Lexmond) vs Helen & Mike 
(SRFC). After 20 minutes of hard fought tennis,  
Pascalle and René came out on top and lifted the trophy. 
 

After the price giving, 
the beaten but not 
bowed English team 
thanked their very 
generous hosts for a 

wonderful weekend and drove back home all fired up and ready for 
the return challenge to be held at Surbiton next year.  
 
 
If anyone is interested to join in the weekend of events in the future please contact Lettie 
(lettieg@hotmail.com) or Marc (marc.van.gerwen@hotmail.com). 
 
 
Thanks to all players and supporters for making it such a memorable weekend. Those who contributed so 
successful to the weekend were: Heather Pollitt, Jo Dandrige, Miki & Linda Dee, Malcolm & Maureen 
Arnell, Mike Lill, Kevin Fergusson, Philip Woodhouse, Helen Fanstone, Katherina & Bernhard Riemann, 
Penny Speers, Jill Hogge and Balved Kohli. 


